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Articles
Articles are short words which come before nouns to show 
whether they refer to a general or a specific object. There 
are several rules telling which article, if any, should be used.  

The indefinite article “a” or “an” 
is used to talk about something 
in general. 

The indefinite article is used  
to talk about a general thing 
among many of its type.  
The exact one is not yet known.

The indefinite article is also 
used to show a noun belongs 
to a group or category.

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE

FURTHER EXAMPLES

See also:
Singular and plural nouns 69   Countable and 
uncountable nouns 70   Superlative adjectives 97

The indefinite article is 
used in the same way for 

negative statements.

The exact house they 
will buy is unknown.

“An” is used instead of 
“a” before words that 

start with a vowel.

“A” is used to talk about 
the type of place where 

somebody works, not 
the specific building.  

“Country” categorizes Canada, 
and “cold” describes it.

The indefinite article is used in 
the same way for questions.
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“Some” replaces “a” or 
“an” in sentences with 
plural nouns.

“Some” is replaced by “any” to form questions and negatives.

“SOME”

“SOME” AND “ANY” WITH QUESTIONS AND NEGATIVES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

Use “a” and “an” to 
talk about one thing. 

Use “some” to talk about more than one thing.  

“Hotel” is singular.  

“Hotels” is plural.
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THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
The definite article “the” is 
used to talk about a specific 
person or thing that 
everyone understands.

There is only one 
Trevi Fountain.

Superlative phrase.

The bus trip has already 
been mentioned.

It is clear from the context that 
this means the tour guide.

When a person or thing has 
been mentioned already, “the” 
is used the next time the thing 
or person is talked about.

The definite article is used  
before superlatives.

The definite article is also  
used with unique objects.

It is also used for people 
with unique titles. 

“Pope” is a title.

FURTHER EXAMPLES
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

Some adjectives can be 
used with the definite 
article to refer to a group 
or class of people. 

“THE” WITH ADJECTIVES FOR CERTAIN GROUPS

USING “THE” TO SPECIFY
“The” can be followed by a prepositional phrase or a defining 
relative clause to specify which thing someone is talking about.

TIP
These phrases are  

plural in meaning, but  
it’s incorrect to say  
“the youngs,” etc.

This makes it clear which 
pictures are being referred to.

This makes it clear which 
dog is being talked about.
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The zero article is also used 
with some places and 
institutions when it is clear 
what their purpose is.

THE ZERO ARTICLE
An article is not needed 
with uncountable and 
plural nouns used in a 
general context. This is 
known as the zero article. Plural noun.Uncountable noun.

The definite article is 
used to talk about 
the specific school 
where he works.

Names of places often 
take the zero article.

FURTHER EXAMPLES

She goes there to study, which is the  
purpose of schools, so no article is used.
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The zero article is 
normally used with  
the name of a person.

The definite article is used 
before a person’s name to 
differentiate them from 
another person with the 
same name.

The indefinite article is 
used when the focus is on 
a particular name, rather 
than the person.

DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE ARTICLES WITH NAMES

In this case, “the” is 
pronounced “thee.”

The zero article can be used with plural nouns to talk about a class of things in 
general. This can also be done with the definite article, plus a singular noun.

THE ZERO ARTICLE AND GENERIC “THE”

Referring to an invention, not an individual telescope.

Referring to a species of animal, not an individual animal.

Referring to a type of musical instrument, not an individual instrument.
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