Defining relative clauses

A relative clause is a part of a sentence that gives more { )

See also:
information about the subject. A defining, or restrictive,
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m DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

Defining relative clauses, also known as restrictive relative clauses, are
used to describe exactly which person or thing the speaker is referring
to. Without this information, the meaning of the sentence changes.

Here the MAIN CLAUSE DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE
defining clause A AL
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gives essential 'd Y N\ m\a-"-ﬂ L o
information

She invited lots of friends who brought gifts. I Nl

about people.

Here the
defining clause

gives essential A
information 4 Y4 & ﬁﬁ i
about a thing. I'm looking for a job that I'll enjoy T\ X

MAIN CLAUSE DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

The defining DEFINING RELATIVE MAIN CLAUSE
clause can MAIN CLAUSE CLAUSE CONTINUED G
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maincause.  The job that | heard about is interesting.
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FURTHER EXAM PLES “That” can also be used for people.
e/ 2
| need a television that works! Yi\ _! He's the actor that we saw last week. /ﬁh
10
Do you know anyone who cbr . The book that | just read \‘lke
knows how to fix a bike? - is excellent.
g
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BEEY RELATIVE PRONOUNS
English uses different ;,1?“ S 2 i!
relative pronouns to talk a ‘Y P : /&) T/\d
about people and things. 8 71 n '\.\ ‘w ‘.% ﬁ
PEOPLE THINGS
who & A4 that » 4 which
\_ 4
m SUBJECTS AND OBJECTS IN DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Relative clauses
are made up of a MAIN CLAUSE RELATIVE CLAUSE
subject, a verb, and A =
usually an object. 4 Y4 3
’ - - - -
They usually start — |'m wrriting about people who commit crimes.
with a relative
. “Who" is the subject of “commit.”
pronoun, which
can be the subject
;’;:rr‘eel;’t?i:fl:zse MAIN CLAUSE RELATIVE CLAUSE
' A A
- N Ay s
| saw the car which the criminal stole. ‘—¥oWio
“Which” is the object of “stole.” J ‘\ “The criminal” is the subject of “stole.”
b | | 4
HOW TO FORM
If the relative pronoun h:.tl\JIﬂE:ﬁ.TAgg RETURN TO MAIN CLAUSE
is the subject of the | “
relative clause, it [ The prisoner who / that
must appear in :
the sentence. escaped is very dangerous.
L The dog P which / that
If the relative pronoun SUBJECTOF RELATIVE REST OF RETURN TO MAIN CLAUSE
is the object of the wﬂu
relative clause, it can i — who / that /
be left out. “Whom” is whom
sometimes used when you saw in the car is very dangerous.
a person is the object, The weapon
but this is very formal.
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