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Some words must be followed by a specific preposition, 
called a dependent preposition. These words can be 
adjectives, verbs, or nouns.

Dependent prepositions
See also:
Types of verbs 49   Singular and plural nouns 69   
Adjectives 92    Prepositions 105

Some adjectives are always followed by the 
same preposition when used in a sentence. 

Some adjectives can take one of a choice of 
prepositions in the same sentence without 
changing their meaning.

ADJECTIVES WITH DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

ADJECTIVE + PREPOSITION

“Surprised” can be followed by either  
“at” or”by” without a change in meaning.
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Some verbs can take either “to” or “for,” depending on the context.  
“To” is usually used when there is a transfer of something, whereas  
“for” is used when someone benefits from something.

VERBS WITH “TO” OR “FOR”

Some verbs are 
followed by a specific 
preposition before an 
object. Different verbs  
are followed by 
different prepositions.

VERBS WITH DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

VERB + PREPOSITION
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Some nouns are always followed by the 
same preposition when used in a sentence. 

Some nouns can take one of a choice of prepositions 
in the same sentence without changing their meaning.

NOUNS WITH DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

NOUN + PREPOSITION

“Advantages” can be followed 
by either “in” or”to” without a 
change in meaning.
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

Some adjectives, verbs, and nouns can be followed by a choice of prepositions. The meaning 
of the phrase is dependent on which preposition the adjective, verb, or noun is paired with.

WORDS WITH DIFFERENT DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS
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