Infinitives and participles

Infinitives and participles are forms of verbs that See also: )
are rarely used on their own, but are important Present continuous 4
when making other forms or constructions. Present perfect simple T1 J
RV INFINITIVES

The infinitive is the simplest form of the verb. English verbs have two types of infinitive.

Sometimes the infinitive is formed with TOT VERE

“to” plus the verb. This is sometimes

known as a “full” or “to” infinitive. to play

J

When the infinitive is formed [ 2 7 BASEFORM

without “to,” it is known as the base /

or simple form, or the bare infinitive. QJ\-) P|ay
A y
m PRESENT PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS

Present participles and gerunds are formed by adding “-ing” to the base form of the verb.

They are spelled the same, but they perform different functions in a sentence.

Present participles are g.' ¢}

most commonly used % %‘l

with auxiliary verbs to PRESENT CONTINUOUS 4 J

form continuous tenses. A

r A\
SUBJECT AUXILIARY VERB OBJECT REST OF SENTENCE

tennis J\‘) last night.

L My brothers f) were f) playing

.\ The present participle is being used
to make the past continuous.

Gerunds are verbs that are used SUBJECT VERB COMPLEMENT
as nouns. They are sometimes . . . e .
known as verbal nouns. Playing tennis is J\\) their hobby.

“Playing” is a gerund here. Along with
“tennis,” it forms the subject of the sentence.
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IEEY PRESENT PARTICIPLE AND GERUND SPELLING RULES

All present participles and gerunds are formed by adding
“-ing” to the base form of the verb. The spelling of some
base forms changes slightly before adding “-ing.”

Last letters are
Last letter Last letters

consonant-vowel-consonant
Main verb. is a silent “-e.” are "-ie.” and the final syllable is stressed.
N N K ~
wear choose tie forget
v v v v
wearing choosing tying forgetting

“-ing” is added to form /A The “-” is left out /A “-ie” changes /A The last letter /A
regular present participles. and "-ing” is added. to "y doubles, unless
it’s “w” "x," or "y

A

FURTHER EXAMPLES

The last letter is not doubled

The last letter of the verb
because "per" is not stressed.

doesn't double if it's “y.”

8 ; s N ah : % .
ﬁ\i\ They're whispering to each other. \ (S I'm enjoying my vacation.
n e,

The last letter is doubled because the

pattern is consonant-vowel-consonant. The “-e” is dropped from the verb.

™ She's swimming in the ocean. f"ﬁ\ He's making a cake.
== - [ o

N

®
7]\ Connor went walking in the hills. /i:mb Paul was told off for lying.
f
r\/‘ AA
H Sarah loves riding her horse. "‘;L'||' The audience started clapping.
B )

(L
Tl Stop wasting so much paper! Q She started looking for a new job.

o

s \ The children were sitting on the floor.  |qf

I'm choosing the new intern.
-
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WEEY PAST PARTICIPLES

Past participles are used with
auxiliary verbs to form perfect
simple tenses, such as the PRESENT PERFECT

present perfect simple. r A

N

SUBJECH AUXILIARY VERB PAST PARTICIPLE OBJECT REST OF SENTENCE

{ I P have I) played )?) the guitar fD for 5 years.

q

J

m SPELLING RULES FOR PAST PARTICIPLES

Regular past participles are made with the base form of the verb plus “-ed.”
The spelling of some of these base forms changes a bit before adding “-ed.”

Last letters are

Last letters are a consonant-vowel-consonant

listened liked cried dropped

For many regular j “-d" is added. j The “-y" is replaced /A The last consonant is

Last letter is "-e.” w consonantand a “-y." \ and the final syllable is stressed.
. .
listen like cry drop

verbs, “-ed” is added. with “-ied.” doubled and “-ed” is added.
A 4
FURTHER EXAMPLES
%—?ﬂ- | should have covered my work. Susanna has copied all my answers.
s\'(-,:4'll‘l> You haven't passed the exam this time, but at least you have improved.
: I:: I had planned to take the kids to the beach, but the weather’s terrible.
E'nl
@
£5 . By this time next week, | will have finished all of my assignments.
Ml Ts & ' yassie
ﬁ' My boss has asked me to come in early again tomorrow. I'm so tired!
\_ v




m IRREGULAR PAST PARTICIPLES

Many verbs in English
have irregular past
participle forms. They
often look quite different
from their base form.

\

| have just boughtanew coat. (™
1]

FURTHER EXAMPLES

| buy new clothes every month.

PAST PARTICIPLE

BASE FORM Y PAST PARTICIPLE SAMPLE SENTENCE ﬂ
be been You're late. Where have you been?
become | becorﬁe | This has bercome areal probiem.
begin begﬁn The class has already begun, so be quiet.
choose chosen Which subjects have you chésen to study?
do done My son has done a lot for the local community.
feel felt I haven't felt very well for over a week now.
know knoWn Sonia Would have known how to solve this problem.
find o 1 Vfounrd | Thé porlirce hrave fOLuﬁci the suépecf. |
forget forgotten My husbaﬁd hés forgot.ten our aﬁniversary again.
go gone Helen has gone to Péru. She'll be bacrk next week.
have | had You iook so differént! Havé you had a haircut?
ﬁake | made | hav.e m;ade ;21 cake for your birthday.
say | Vsaid Jerry ha§ said he'll bermalr(ing a présentation.
see seen After tHis evening, I'll have seen this show six times.
sng  sung ~ This will be the firsttime she's sung in public.
tell told Has anyone told you the news? Kate’s pregnant!
understaﬁd | uncrlerstroodr Haﬁ evéryorne underrstoord the instructions?
\_ write written | sent the e.mail. as soon as | Had written it. g
. 4
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