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Like defining relative clauses, non-defining relative clauses add 
extra information about something. However, this simply gives 
extra detail, rather than changing the sentence’s meaning.

Non-defining relative clauses
See also: 
Quantity 75 
Defining relative clauses 81

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
In non-defining relative clauses, also known as non-restrictive relative clauses, 
“who” is used to refer to people. “Whom” can be used if the person is the object 
of the relative clause, but this is very formal. 

“Which” is used to refer to anything that is not a person. “That” is sometimes used 
instead of “which,” but this is often considered wrong in non-defining relative clauses.

“Whom” is only used in  
very formal situations.

The relative pronoun can refer 
 to the entire previous clause.
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“Who” refers to a person.

“Which” refers to a thing.

FURTHER EXAMPLES
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HOW TO FORM
Non-defining relative clauses can come in the middle of a sentence, or at the end.  
If the relative clause comes in the middle, commas must go either side of it. If it comes after the whole 
main clause, a comma must go at the end of the main clause.

In non-defining relative clauses, quantifiers can be used to say how 
many people or things the relative clause refers to. In these structures, 
“who” becomes “of whom,” and “which” becomes “of which.”

A comma must go before the 
non-defining relative clause.

Commas go before and after  
the non-defining relative clause.

The non-defining relative clause comes 
between the subject and the main verb.

The non-defining relative clause 
comes at the end of the sentence.
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

QUANTIFIER + OF + WHOM

QUANTIFIER + OF + WHICH

QUANTIFIERS WITH NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
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