Prepositions of time

Prepositions of time are often used to talk about { )

See also:
schedules and routines. They give information about

Present perfect continuous 12
when something happens, and how long it lasts. Frepos e 1eH

107.1 "ON" “~s" can be added to the day of
i~ the week to show that the thing
On" is often used before happens regularly on that day.

days of the week to say .
when something happens. | Work on Mondays. A __/__h._
X

preposition can be left out. SRR

In US English the j ." z

b w

FURTHER EXAMPLES

(8%)
The library is closed on Sundays. I'm going shopping on Saturday. '@l

g ki
| have orchestra practice on Fridays. T “ I'll visit my grandparents on Monday. J ®[I
\ J
107‘2 IIATII
“At” is usually used
to express what time .Qi
something happens. | leave the house at 8am. ’ﬂ‘kj
A l y
FURTHER EXAMPLES
'o®o Q,
They are meeting at 1 o'clock. 4:-:%,? | have an appointment at 7 o'clock. ﬁ'ﬁl
I have a yoga class at lunchtime. AL | get the bus at half past 8. m

b vy
292




LS “ON” AND “AT” WITH “THE WEEKEND”

When talking about the
weekend, US English
uses “on,” whereas UK
English uses “at.”

“On the weekend"” is more common in the US.

4
‘ﬁ ! | watch TV{ on } the weekend.
[T A at

A\ “At the weekend” is more common in the UK.

A y

107.4 IIINII

“In” has a similar meaning as

“during” and is used before . . @ ] __‘..“

months, years, seasons, and | goto the gym in the morning. 4,.\ -

general times of day, e.g. -\\
-l

“morning” and “afternoon.”

A l | 4
FURTHER EXAMPLES
| usually watch TV in the evening. g ! She’s going to Europe in June. A
I was born in 1973. T n | enjoy gardening in summer. s./B ¢
A 4
“PAST” AND “TO"
“Past” and “to” are prepositions of time that
are mainly used when telling the time.
“Past” means "“after the hour.” It’S twenty pa.St seven.
“To” means “until the hour.” It’s twenty to seven.
A ®
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107.6

“From... to..."” or “between... and...” are used
to say when an activity starts and finishes.
“From” is used

to say the time
something starts.

“To" is used
to say the time

v

I work from 9am to 5pm.

/—M

/ T L I
. I will be working until five o'clock. |

something finishes.

®!
TE
9AM
“Until” can be used to say when an
ongoing situation finishes.
“UNTIL" + TIME OR DATE

PREPOSITIONS SHOWING DURATION

“And” is used
to say the time
something finishes.

“Between” is used
to say the time
something starts.

| work between 9am and 5pm.

e

i “Since” can be used to say when
i an ongoing situation started.

“SINCE” + TIME OR DATE

/ 1 | I
| have been working since 9am.

i o . o - ‘ o :l
B G { I
sam ) o

“For” can be used to express
how long something has
been happening.

“FOR” + QUANTITY OF TIME

=

' I have been working for six hours. |

im N &

“During” can be used to
express when something was

happening, rather than how I relaxed during my break. |
long it went on for. —

. [ i . [
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294



“Since” is usually used The present perfect continuous

with perfect tenses with is often used with since.

reference to the past. It : s i

is not used with the Tim has been working here since last year. @

present simple.

Tim works here since last year. €

A\ Since can't be used with the present simple.

A /

1 y&8 OTHER PREPOSITIONS OF TIME

“By” is used to talk about BYE 5 TIME

when something will be
done or finished. It means

done of inishe Q/will finish this report by 3pm.

s i

“Before” is used to “BEFORE” + TIME
talk about something
that happens prior

to something else Qwill finish work i)efore 6 o'cloclz.J
or a certain time.
) S i
\&i \& b3l
Now o

“After” is used to refer
to an event that follows
another event.

EI'II clean the tables after my break.j
L

TJ o ]
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