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In English there are many ways to express general or  
specific quantities, say whether quantities are adequate, 
and compare different quantities.

Quantity

USING QUANTITY PHRASES
English has different phrases for quantities 
when the exact number is not known.

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“Lots of ” is used for  
large numbers. 

“A few” is used for  
small numbers.

“Some” is used when there are more than 
one, but the exact quantity is unknown.

See also:
Singular and plural nouns  69    
Countable and uncountable nouns  70
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“ENOUGH / TOO MANY” WITH COUNTABLE NOUNS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“Enough,” “not enough,” and “too many” 
are used to to talk about quantities of 
countable nouns, which are objects or 
things that can be easily counted.

“ENOUGH / TOO MUCH” WITH UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“Enough,”  
“not enough,” and  
“too much” are 
used to talk about 
amounts of 
uncountable 
nouns, which are 
things that cannot 
easily be counted.

Indicates too little. Indicates the 
correct amount.

Indicates more than is 
needed or wanted.

“Enough” is used 
for questions.

Indicates there are too few.

“Enough” is the correct amount.

Indicates more than enough.
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“A LOT OF” AND “LOTS OF”

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“A lot of ” and “lots of ” are commonly used informally 
before uncountable nouns and plural countable nouns 
to indicate that there is a large quantity of something.

“LITTLE” FOR SMALL AMOUNTS
“Little” is used with uncountable nouns to say 
that there is not much of something in UK 
English. It emphasizes how small the amount is. 

“A little” is used with uncountable nouns to 
mean “some.” It emphasizes that the amount, 
though small, is enough.

Informally, “a (little) bit of ” 
can be used instead of “a little.”

“Little” can also be used as a 
pronoun to mean “not much.”

= not much = some

202-207_Unit_75_Quantity.indd   204 08/08/2016   16:29

205

“FEW” FOR SMALL NUMBERS

“QUITE A FEW” AND “QUITE A BIT (OF)” FOR BIG QUANTITIES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

The phrases  
“quite a bit of ” and 
“quite a few” are 
understatements 
that actually  
mean “a lot”  
or “many.”

“Few” is used with plural countable nouns to 
say that there are not many of something. It 
emphasizes how small the number is.

“A few” is used with plural countable nouns to 
mean “some.” It emphasizes that the number, 
though small, is enough.

“Few” can also be used as a 
pronoun to mean “not many.”

“Very” can be used to stress that the 
number of something is even smaller.

= not many = some

= many = a lot of
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“FEWER” AND “LESS”
“Fewer” and “less” are 
used to show that there 
is a smaller quantity or 
amount or something. 
“fewer” belongs with 
plural countable nouns 
and “less” with 
uncountable nouns.

“People” is a plural countable noun.

“Even” can be added for emphasis. “More and more” shows that the 
amount is increasing over time.

“Cookies” is a 
countable noun.

“Fuel” is an uncountable noun.

“Milk” is an 
uncountable noun.

“MORE”
“More” is used to show that there  
is a greater quantity or amount of 
something. It is used with both 
countable and uncountable nouns.
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It is important to remember the distinction between countable 
and uncountable nouns when using “fewer” and “less.”

“Fewer” is only used with 
plural countable nouns.

“Less” is only used with 
uncountable nouns.

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“Less than” is used when 
talking about amounts, 
distances, time, and money. 

“Fewer than” is used for 
groups of people or things.

“MORE THAN,” “LESS THAN,” AND “FEWER THAN”

“More than” is used when 
talking about amounts or 
quantities of countable and 
uncountable nouns.

COMMON MISTAKES “FEWER” AND “LESS”
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