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Relative words introduce phrases that describe a noun 
in the main part of the sentence. Different relative 
words are used to refer to different types of nouns.

Other relative structures
See also:
Singular and plural nouns 69  
Possession 80

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“Where” is the 
relative word used 
to refer to a place.

“When” is the 
relative word used 
to refer to a time.

“Whereby” is the 
relative word  
used to refer  
to a process. 

“WHERE,” “WHEN,” AND “WHEREBY”
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“Whose” is the 
relative word used 
to show possession 
or belonging.

“What” is the relative 
word used to mean 
“the thing which” or 
“the things which.”

FURTHER EXAMPLES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

“WHOSE”

“WHAT”

If a relative structure uses  
a question word such as 
“where” or “what,” the word 
order in the clause following 
this word should be left as 
normal and should not be 
formed like a question.

COMMON MISTAKES WORD ORDER WITH RELATIVE STRUCTURES

This is correct.

Do not invert the subject and verb.
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Adding “-ever” to question words changes their 
meaning. These words can be adverbs or determiners in 
their own clauses, or they can join two clauses together.

Question words with “-ever”
See also:
Articles 63   Singular and plural nouns 69 
Adverbs of manner 98  

Words ending “-ever” are most commonly used to mean “it doesn’t matter what,” “I don’t 
know,” or to say that the options are unrestricted. They can be used as subjects and objects.

Here, “whichever” is an object.

Here, “whoever” is a subject.

QUESTION WORDS WITH “-EVER”
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“Whichever” and “whatever” can come before nouns to show that the options are unspecified.

“Whenever” can also mean “every time that.”

“However” is often used before an adjective, 
as an adverb, to mean “to whatever extent.”

“WHICHEVER” AND “WHATEVER” AS DETERMINERS

OTHER USES OF “WHENEVER” AND “HOWEVER”

FURTHER EXAMPLES

232-233_Unit_84_Question_Words_With_Ever.indd   233 25/07/2016   14:21



233

“Whichever” and “whatever” can come before nouns to show that the options are unspecified.

“Whenever” can also mean “every time that.”

“However” is often used before an adjective, 
as an adverb, to mean “to whatever extent.”

“WHICHEVER” AND “WHATEVER” AS DETERMINERS

OTHER USES OF “WHENEVER” AND “HOWEVER”

FURTHER EXAMPLES

232-233_Unit_84_Question_Words_With_Ever.indd   233 25/07/2016   14:21


	Other relative structures 230
	Question words with “-ever” 232

