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“It” clauses, “what” clauses, or moving a noun to the 
front of a sentence can all be used to put emphasis  
on a certain word or phrase.

Shifting focus
See also:
Types of verbs 49   Defining relative clauses 81   
Non-defining relative clauses 82

FOCUSING WITH “IT” CLAUSES

FURTHER EXAMPLES

Part of a sentence can be emphasized by adding “it is” or “it was” before it, and “that” 
after it. This can correct a misunderstanding or emphasize something unexpected.

This stresses that it wasn’t 
John who I met before.

The second clause is a relative clause. It is most commonly introduced by “that,” 
“which,” or “who.” “When” and “where” can also be used, but they’re less formal.

The main verb 
moves to the end.

“It is” or “it was” is added before 
the noun phrase to be focused.

“Your friend Michael” is now 
the focus of the sentence.

“That” is added before 
the main verb.
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

Simple statements can be made more emphatic by adding “what” 
with the verb “be.” This structure is often used with verbs 
expressing emotions, such as “love,” “hate,” “like,” and “want.”

This has more emphasis 
than “I really want to  
go to bed early.”

The focused information is put 
outside the “what” clause.

“What” is added to the 
start of the sentence.

FOCUSING WITH “WHAT” CLAUSES

FOCUSING WITH A NOUN
If the subject of the sentence cannot be replaced with 
“what” (for example, people, places, or times) a general 
noun that has a similar meaning can be used.

240-241_Unit_87_Shifting_Focus.indd   241 08/08/2016   16:29



241

FURTHER EXAMPLES

Simple statements can be made more emphatic by adding “what” 
with the verb “be.” This structure is often used with verbs 
expressing emotions, such as “love,” “hate,” “like,” and “want.”

This has more emphasis 
than “I really want to  
go to bed early.”

The focused information is put 
outside the “what” clause.

“What” is added to the 
start of the sentence.

FOCUSING WITH “WHAT” CLAUSES

FOCUSING WITH A NOUN
If the subject of the sentence cannot be replaced with 
“what” (for example, people, places, or times) a general 
noun that has a similar meaning can be used.

240-241_Unit_87_Shifting_Focus.indd   241 08/08/2016   16:29


	Shifting focus 240

