Suffixes

See also:

added to the end of many words to give them Types of verbs 49

Suffixes are small groups of letters which can be {
different meanings.

Singular and plural nouns 69 Adjectives 92 )

BIEED surrixes

Suffixes attach to the end of a word to change its meaning. Suffixes
usually give the same change in meaning to each word they attach to.
It's useful to set yourself =
-able = possible to beJ . =
[ P achievable targets at work. g/gﬂm
. . . ® ‘
( “ful = full of ] The principal was so pleased L T i
that the play was successful. gzaan
p s s .
[ = someone who J My friend Jamie is the s
best artist | know. n /I1\
- . &
( loss = without ] | don't like the food in the |-'1\
cafeteria. It is tasteless. =
- 4
| |
FURTHER EXAMPLES
Hugo is very funny and kind. Li/. Now that I've passed my exams, , ..OO
He's a really likeable guy. -‘J I am hopeful for the future. ; \vl
| can paint the house in a day. “Ti\ What a boring lecture. Ml" l{l_‘:
It's definitely doable. Being there was pointless. .lml- n
Sarah is a violinist. She plays ® | am a perfectionist. My work B8,
in her local orchestra. iis\ takes me a long time. ,3.!
A 4
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BIEEY USING SUFFIXES
come words can take more The best jokes are in good taste. ! J_
give different meanings. o
That joke was hilarious. It was very tasteful. 5».'
&{\
That joke was offensive. It was very tasteless. 7~ f
\_ _ F
BIEEY cOMMON SUFFIXES
SUFFIX MEANING Y SAMPLE SENTENCE ﬂ
-able, -ible | able to be Itis perfectly acceptable to submit your essays online. }
Qéu, -riral o harvringrcharecterrsticc of o VThe verdict was based entlrely on cnrcumstantlal ewdence |
-ance, -ence | state of - ” -Male lions flght each other to assert the|r dommance |
;ate | become S “‘You need to activate your credlt card before you can use it. h
;dont o place or state of be|hg 7 VOIder chlldren can be glven a greater amount of freedom. 7
-en Wbecome M.They are plannlng to W|den the roads to reduce congestlon‘.“
;er, ;or o pe'r'son' Whor perrfromrs an action | VShakespeare is probably the most famous Engllsh writer. 7
Sl fllof  Thecomputerisoneof the most useful inventions ever.
-ic, -tic, -|cal | havmg characterrtsnc.s of. “ VRunnmg isa great form of physncal exercise. 7 “
-ism | an action, state, or system ” VSurreallsm was a major art movement of the 20th century
;.iet, -.ian ] sorheone who F,-\Ia.lys.rjr d”obeg ] “A pianist is somebody who can play the plano |
;.i‘ty, V;ty o qu'a'“ty' of S ”Equallty is the bellefthat everybody should be equal
;.i-ze o malce - ”I 'm trylng to maximize our proflts by sellmg more stockﬁ
;.I.ess-. o W|thout - .-The p055|b|I|t|es of technology are I|m|tless
;n1ent ] condltlon of, act of ” ” VBuylng property can be a very good investment.
;.nese | state of - ” ”Lots of peopletoday are |nterested in health and fitness.
V-ou; T h‘a‘vringrq‘ual‘itie‘s”cr.f A ‘The |nland talpan is the most venomous snake in the world..
V—eionr, -tion | statte ot being or 'act'(')f ” VAII essays should end W|th a good conclusmn
\y - charactenzed by - MlTheweathersterrlble today Itsvery cloudy outSIdem r,
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BIEZY SUFFIXES CHANGING WORD CLASS

Certain suffixes are only used for specific types of words. The suffix

of a word can sometimes show what part of speech the word is
( ADJECTIVES }‘..7 ﬁ@‘ an_a ? ...........................................................................
[ able,-ible | [ -al-ial | ([ -en ] [ ful )
. comfortable accidental golden powerful
manageable controversial wooden useful
sensible seasonal woolen wonderful
[ -ic, -tic, -ical ] [ -less J [ -ous J [ -y ]
E historic harmless continuous cloudy
poetic powerless famous funny
. radical tasteless outrageous stormy
& b A &
4 NOUNS |- G B B i
(Croms Jp i
[ -acy J [ -al ] [ -ance, -ence J [ -ant, -ent J
conspiracy accusal competence accountant
diplomacy betrayal defiance defendant
literacy denial dominance student
[ -ism ] [ -ist ] [ -ity, -ty ] [ -ment ]
capitalism optimist equality employment
modernism pessimist royalty entertainment
; realism pianist society government




m SUFFIX SPELLING RULES

If the suffix starts with a vowel, and the root
ends with a stressed final syllable ending
consonant-vowel-consonant, the last letter of

[ VERBS ] L.; :)0<i the root is doubled before adding the suffix.
=1 VERBS A\ /O" saednes
YA ad occur
] ] v
( e ] [ s J occurrence
activate brighten ....................................................................................
If the suffix starts with a vowel and the root
debate sweeten ends with an “-e," the final “-e” is dropped
inflate widen from the root before adding the suffix.
: Roots ending “-ge” or “-ce” are an exception.
[ Root ends with “-ge.”
-if J [ -ize J
y _ debate manage
= classify energize :
mystify immunize ¥ hd
A o debatable manageable
simplify minimize The e stags
4 .' in the word.
If the root ends consonant plus “-y,” the “y”

usn

changes to an “i” before any suffix is added.
The exception is “-ing.”

J plenty apply

[ wom | [ ceper

¥, 4
freedom generator p|ent|fu| app|y|ng
klngdom SInger “-y” doesn't cha‘mge
wisdom writer 2 e

If the root ends vowel plus “-y,”

. . the final “-y” does not change. .ot ends vowel
-ness -Sion, -tion '/ plus “-y."
happiness appreciation employ
sadness collision : v
sickness infection employable

The “-y” does not
change to an “i.”

y 4
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