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The future continuous can be formed using “will” or 
“going to.” It describes an event or situation that will  
be in progress at some point in the future.

The future continuous

FURTHER EXAMPLES

HOW TO FORM

SUBJECT “WILL BE” PRESENT PARTICIPLE OBJECT

The future continuous describes an event that will be in progress at a given time in the future  
which is often stated. The event will start before the stated time and may continue after it.

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS WITH WILL

PRESENT CONTINUOUS

FUTURE CONTINUOUS

See also:
Present continuous 4   “Will” 18 
Infinitives and participles 51  

NOW 10 YEARS’ TIME
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FURTHER EXAMPLES

The future continuous can also be used to talk about events that 
are going to happen as a matter of course or “anyway.”

The future continuous is also used to ask neutral questions: 
questions asked for information, not to make a request.

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS WITH “ANYWAY”

NEUTRAL QUESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES

NEUTRAL QUESTION REQUEST

Future continuous.
Future simple.

“Anyway” is implied here.
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You can also use the future continuous to speculate about  
what is happening at the present moment.

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS TO TALK ABOUT THE PRESENT

FURTHER EXAMPLES
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The future continuous can sometimes be formed with “going to” 
instead of “will,” but this is less common. It can be used in most future 
continuous constructions except to speculate about the present.

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS WITH “GOING TO”

FURTHER EXAMPLES

HOW TO FORM

SUBJECT “BE” “GOING TO BE” PRESENT PARTICIPLE REST OF SENTENCE
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