Types of verbs

Verbs can be described as main verbs or auxiliary verbs. See also:
Main verbs describe actions, occurrences, or states of being. Present perfect simple 11
Auxiliary verbs modify the meaning of main verbs. Modal verbs 56

WX MAIN VERBS

. “Play” is the main verb
Main verbs are the most Y L

. . that describes an action.
important verbs in a sentence. V/ ‘
They can describe actions or (d

s.tates, or Fhey can be us.ed. to I pla-y tennis every
link a subject to a description. Wednesday evening. ‘.\

.
PEEY AUXILIARY VERBS
PRESENT PERFECT

Auxiliary verbs are used with A

main verbs to modify their i N

meaning. Auxiliary verbs are

used very frequently to form ‘ SUBJECT AUXILIARY VERB 4 PARTICIPLE ﬂ OBJECT

; f [
different tenses. Paul has - bought I) a new shirt.
‘ A A

“Has” is an auxiliary verb here. It's being
used to form the present perfect.

SUBJECT AUXILIARY VERB y MAIN VERB ﬂ OBJECT
|
The auxiliary verb “do” is Cian I) didn't pass J:) his exam.
used to make questionsand
negatives of statements that AUXILIARY VERB SUBJECT MAIN VERB ﬂ OBJECT

|

Did Cian i\) pass P his exam?

don't already have an
auxiliary verb. [

Modal verbs are also

auxiliary verbs. They mod|fy SUBJECT MODAL VERB MAIN VERB OBJECT
the meaning of the main ‘ Y ) 1. S ;
verb, expressing various L Jake r) might sell I) his car.

notions such as possibility
or obligation.
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WEEY LINKING VERBS

Linking verbs express a state of
being or becoming. They link a
subject to a complement, which

-

The children are happy.

A

E:io

\

renames or describes the subject. Subject /A Complement /A
vy
| I
FURTHER EXAMPLES
® o, A
o ) ; , -
Harry looks just like his father. - This seems like a lovely /i
11 place to live. ' "
o & ®
Whatever you're cooking ﬂ /ﬁ"’" After leaving school, she \JR
smells delicious! ' I E became a teacher. T
y

m TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE VERBS

Some verbs take an object,
which is a noun or phrase
that receives the action of
the verb. Verbs which take
an object are known as
transitive verbs.

SUBJECT VERB OBJECT

Toni f) writes
take an object. These

SUBJECT VERB
verbs are known as The bus I) arrived.
intransitive verbs. .

short stories.

k=

Some verbs never

“Read” can be used with
or without an object.

"N

=}ige

SUBJECT VERB
Some verbs can f ) ? —~ _ OBJEcT e
be either transitive ‘ Jake ) was reading H ' : m
or intransitive. L ID ~ a bOOk_ T
Some verbs can take two SUBJECT % VERB INDIRECT OBJECT 1 DIRECT OBJECT
objects, a direct object Ronda gave her cat ) some food.
and an indirect object. L . —
The indirect object j The direct object is what j
benefits from the action. the verb “gave” refers to. - = ﬁ
- 4
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